
E.D.'S CORNER: A Word
From Chuck Thibeault

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Good day,

The municipal election is next month. I had a
candidate come to my door in Georgetown and I
asked him point blank about what he was going to
do to attract and retain more visitors. I liked him
because he actually said, “I hadn’t thought about
that. But it makes sense.” He then, without
prompting, connected the dots between the
missed opportunity of having a hugely popular
outlet mall just ten minutes from a struggling
historic main street. “If we just worked on getting
some of those people at the outlets to explore the
rest of the community, more businesses would
benefit,” he concluded.

This got me thinking that the visitor economy is
probably not on the radar of many of the
hundreds of candidates jockeying for a seat on
their municipal council. To me, it.. .  Read more.
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Welcome Amanda!
We’re excited to welcome Amanda Borges to the
Central Counties Tourism team as our new Industry
Relations Manager for York Region. Amanda brings
valuable experience as a tourism stakeholder herself,
giving her a firsthand understanding of the
opportunities, challenges and needs of our industry
partners. In her new role, Amanda will be working
closely with our York Region tourism partners and is
looking forward to connecting with you. Are you a
York Region partner? Reach out and say hello —
Amanda would love to connect! 

Agritourism Networking Event
Our next Networking Event is coming up this fall, bringing
together tourism and agriculture partners from across the

regions of York, Durham and Headwaters at Elliott Tree
Farm on November 10.  With a focus on connecting the

agritourism community, sharing ideas and exploring
opportunities for collaboration, the event will also feature
representatives from Agritourism Ontario and the Culinary
Tourism Alliance. If agritourism is part of your business, or

you’re interested in learning more about this growing
sector, we’d love to have you join us. RSVP here or by

scanning the QR code by October 30  to save your spot.

How many visitors are staying overnight in York, Durham
and Headwaters? Where are they coming from, and which
markets are generating the most overnight stays? Join us
for our next Lunch & Learn webinar, Understanding
Overnight Visitors to York, Durham & Headwaters (2026
Insights), on October 28 ,  where Tom Guerquin, our
Research Manager, will share the latest overnight
visitation insights from the first half of 2026 and show
how this data can help you better understand visitors to
the region. Learn more and register by October 26.

CCT Lunch & Learn: Understanding Overnight Visitors

https://centralcounties.ca/staff/amanda-borges/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/agritourism-networking-event/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/lunch-learn-series-understanding-overnight-visitors-to-york-durham-headwaters-2026-insights/
https://centralcounties.ca/staff/amanda-borges/
mailto:aborges@centralcounties.ca
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/agritourism-networking-event/
https://elliotttreefarm.ca/
https://elliotttreefarm.ca/
https://agritourismontario.com/
https://www.culinarytourismalliance.com/
https://www.culinarytourismalliance.com/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MUCkTF0DCU-6vnInvyMTp-tr7V0uuq9Gul7zoZiB-vRUMkxYWENNQlJCMlo5UzFES01OWTI3UlFWUi4u&route=shorturl
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/lunch-learn-series-understanding-overnight-visitors-to-york-durham-headwaters-2026-insights/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/lunch-learn-series-understanding-overnight-visitors-to-york-durham-headwaters-2026-insights/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/lunch-learn-series-understanding-overnight-visitors-to-york-durham-headwaters-2026-insights/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/lunch-learn-series-understanding-overnight-visitors-to-york-durham-headwaters-2026-insights/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/6fd9fcef-e7f9-43f5-bda4-01ebb9e6b95a@4ca44031-035d-4f09-babe-7227bf2313a7?source=copyLinkOneEventsShareDialog


Welcoming our New Tourism Minister

DEI FOUNDATIONS
SERIES
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We recently took AVTR  somewhere you might
not expect: the golf course! As a sponsor of the
Tourism Golf Group of Ontario Golf Tournament,
we created a fun, interactive activation on one of
the holes featuring Virtual Chuck and a few
surprises for golfers along the way. It’s a great
example of how AVTR  can create memorable
moments by adding an unexpected digital layer
to real-world experiences. See it in action here.

1

1

AVTR  Hits the Links1

Join us in welcoming Zee Hamid as Ontario's new
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming. Hamid was

appointed as part of the province's September 10
cabinet changes, replacing Stan Cho in the role.

Representing Milton, Hamid previously served as
Associate Solicitor General for Auto Theft and Bail
Reform. We look forward to working with Minister

Hamid, the Ministry and tourism partners across
Ontario in support of a strong visitor economy.

We have added six new courses focused on diversity,
equity and inclusion (DEI) to the CCT Learning Lab.
Developed by Durham Region, the DEI Foundations
Series  includes four courses covering Privilege,
Systemic Injustice, Bias and Colonialism. Additional
offerings explore Understanding Gender and Sexual
Orientation  and Anti-Black Racism .  Together, these
learning opportunities provide an opportunity to build
awareness and understanding of key DEI concepts and
perspectives. All are self-paced, allowing participants to
learn on their own schedule, with a certificate provided
upon completion. Explore the new DEI courses here.

New DEI courses in the CCT Learning Lab

SOURCE: ola.org

https://www.instagram.com/reel/DdmHc8BABaK/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&stkn=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.ola.org/en/members/all/zee-hamid
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/avtr1/
https://centralcounties.ca/avtr1/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DdmHc8BABaK/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&stkn=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://centralcounties.ca/avtr1/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007994/premier-ford-unveils-changes-to-cabinet-to-put-ontario-on-long-term-footing-to-fight-president-trumps-tariffs
https://centralcounties.ca/learning-lab/
https://centralcounties.ca/learning-lab/
https://www.ola.org/en/members/all/zee-hamid


New Tourism Additions in Vaughan
We’re excited to welcome TownePlace Suites by
Marriott Vaughan and Playdium Vaughan to the York
Region tourism community! Now open at Vaughan
Mills, Playdium Vaughan adds a new entertainment
option for visitors, while TownePlace Suites by
Marriott Vaughan brings 120 guest rooms and more
than 4,400 sq. ft. of meeting and event space to the
region, providing new options for business, group
and leisure travellers. We're pleased to see these
new additions further strengthen Vaughan's visitor
offering and broaden its accommodation, meeting
and entertainment options.

SOURCE: TownePlace Suites Vaughan

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT
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Downey’s Pumpkinfest, CCT Image Bank

Clarington Launches Municipal Accommodation Tax
The Town of Clarington is the latest municipality within

YDH to implement a Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT)
on short-term overnight accommodations. The visitor-

funded tax, set at 5% in Clarington, came into effect July
1, 2026, and applies to hotels, motels and short-term

rentals. The MAT will create a dedicated funding source to
support tourism promotion and destination development

in Clarington. Learn more about Clarington's MAT.

Experience Ontario 2026 Recipients Across YDH

Earlier this year, 26 festivals and events across York,
Durham and Headwaters received support through
Experience Ontario 2026, Ontario’s provincial funding
program supporting festivals and events that have a
tourism economic impact. From food and cultural
festivals to music, arts and community celebrations,
these events represent the creativity, culture and
community experiences that help attract visitors and
bring people together across our region. Congratulations
to each of them! View the full list of recipients.

Archibalds Winery, CCT Image Bank

https://sylviajonesmpp.ca/ontario-investing-55000-to-support-events-and-festivals-in-caledon/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/yyzvt-towneplace-suites-vaughan/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/yyzvt-towneplace-suites-vaughan/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/yyzvt-towneplace-suites-vaughan/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.playdium.com/vaughan
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1cQ2i972ky/
https://sylviajonesmpp.ca/ontario-investing-55000-to-support-events-and-festivals-in-caledon/
https://www.clarington.net/
https://www.claringtonconnected.ca/MAT
https://www.playdium.com/vaughan
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007376/ontario-investing-more-than-20-million-to-support-local-festivals-and-events
https://centralcounties.ca/wp-content/uploads/Experience-Ontario-2026-recipients-for-RTO6.pdf
https://archibaldswinery.com/
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International Lacrosse Comes to Oshawa
Oshawa is welcoming some of the best lacrosse players in
the Pan-American region as the 2026 Pan-American Sixes

Lacrosse Championships take place September 29 to
October 4 at Oshawa Civic Fields. The international

championship brings men’s and women’s national teams
to Durham Region and marks an important step on the

road to the 2028 Olympic Games. It’s another great
example of the role major sporting events play in

attracting athletes, teams and visitors to our region.

Durham Region's new cycling network gives visitors a
new way to explore the region, with 13 rural cycling
loops now available and new route markers installed to
help riders navigate the routes. Developed by Durham
Tourism and regional partners, the loops connect riders
with rural landscapes, downtowns and tourism
businesses throughout the region. With Ontario By Bike-
certified businesses featured along many of the routes,
the new cycling network creates opportunities to
connect visitors with local businesses and experiences,
while encouraging cyclists to stop, explore and support
businesses along the way. 

Durham Launches New Cycling Loops 

New Dining Experience Comes to Markham
Markham's culinary scene has a new addition with the
opening of The Leo, a seafood and steak chophouse
from chef Alvin Leung, known for Hong Kong's two-
Michelin-starred Bo Innovation and as a familiar face
from judging MasterChef Canada. The restaurant brings
a Pan-Asian perspective to the traditional steakhouse
concept, adding a notable new dining destination to the
region and expanding its upscale culinary offerings for
visitors and locals alike. Read more.

Beaverton, CCT Image Bank

SOURCE: World Lacrosse

https://www.durham.ca/news/posts/cycling-through-opportunity-supporting-rural-business-success-in-durham-region/
https://worldlacrosse.sport/canada-to-host-2026-paslc/
https://worldlacrosse.sport/canada-to-host-2026-paslc/
https://worldlacrosse.sport/canada-to-host-2026-paslc/
https://worldlacrosse.sport/schedules-now-set-for-pan-american-sixes-lacrosse-championships-and-asia-pacific-sixes-lacrosse-championships/
https://worldlacrosse.sport/schedules-now-set-for-pan-american-sixes-lacrosse-championships-and-asia-pacific-sixes-lacrosse-championships/
https://www.durham.ca/news/posts/cycling-through-opportunity-supporting-rural-business-success-in-durham-region/
https://www.durham.ca/news/posts/cycling-through-opportunity-supporting-rural-business-success-in-durham-region/
https://www.durham.ca/tourism/
https://www.durham.ca/tourism/
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/
https://www.toronto.com/things-to-do/food-and-drink/the-leo-markham-chef-alvin-leung-restaurant/article_06d3a17a-165b-5844-9065-573daff9d41c.html
https://theleorestaurant.com/
https://torontolife.com/food/chef-alvin-leung-the-leo-asian-steakhouse-markham
https://worldlacrosse.sport/canada-to-host-2026-paslc/


MARKETING AND MORE 

WE LOVE CONNECTING WITH YOU
and sharing with our followers. 

Be sure to tag the correct account so your message reaches 
the right audience. 

For all things consumer, tag @visitydh 
For industry-focused news and events, tag @centralcountiestourism
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Ultimate Road Trip - Holiday Edition
Help us uncover the holiday experiences worth the
drive. From festive markets and parades to seasonal
dining, shopping, attractions, performances and winter
getaways, we're looking to learn what's happening
across York Durham Headwaters this holiday season.
Share your holiday events, experiences and offerings
through our intake form for consideration in website
content, social media, media relations and other
promotional opportunities. And while you're thinking
about the holidays, don't forget to upload your events.
It's never too early to get holiday events on the calendar
and in front of potential visitors.

NEW: CCT Press Release Resource
Launching a new experience, hosting an event or
announcing a partnership, program or other
noteworthy news? We offer complimentary press
release distribution to media, travel writers, bloggers
and influencers across our network. To make the the
process easier, we've created a CCT Stakeholder
Press Release Submission Guide & Writing Resource
with practical tips on writing, formatting and
submitting effective media releases. Review the
guide or send your media-ready press release to
media@centralcounties.ca for consideration in future
distribution opportunities.

https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/login/
https://www.instagram.com/visitydh/
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/marketing/ydh-seasonal-content-submission-form/
https://centralcounties.ca/login/
https://centralcounties.ca/need-to-write-a-press-release-cct-can-help/
https://centralcounties.ca/need-to-write-a-press-release-cct-can-help/
https://centralcounties.ca/need-to-write-a-press-release-cct-can-help/
https://centralcounties.ca/need-to-write-a-press-release-cct-can-help/
mailto:media@centralcounties.ca
https://centralcounties.ca/need-to-write-a-press-release-cct-can-help/
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Community Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Fund
Ontario’s Community Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Fund provides $100 million
to support repairs and upgrades to existing sport and recreation facilities, as well as
new facilities. Eligible applicants include municipalities, Indigenous communities and
organizations, and not-for-profit organizations, with some eligibility for for-profit
organizations. Applications are due December 22, 2026 .  Learn more about the fund
and eligibility requirements.

New Ontario Trillium Foundation Sector Grant Stream
The Ontario Trillium Foundation has introduced a new Sector Grant stream to help
strengthen the capacity and resilience of Ontario's non-profit sector. The funding may
be of interest to sector-serving organizations, associations, municipalities and
destination organizations working to address shared challenges and opportunities.
Grants range from $50,000 to $300,000 annually for up to three years, with the first
stage of applications open until October 14, 2026 .  Learn more.

Explore Employee Ownership as a Succession Option
Planning for the future of your business? Succession Ontario offers a short video
explaining how Employee Ownership Trusts (EOTs) can provide business owners with
another option for exiting their business while keeping ownership within the team.
The resource also includes an EOT decision tree to help determine whether this
approach may be an option for your business. Watch the video and explore the
resources.

Find Funding Opportunities for Your Tourism Business
Looking for funding to support your tourism business or organization? Destination
Canada has partnered with Fundica to provide a free funding search platform that
helps tourism organizations, businesses and communities identify relevant
government and private-sector funding opportunities, including grants, tax credits,
loans and other financial supports. Simply create a free account, enter basic
information about your organization and use the available filters to find funding
opportunities that match your needs. Explore funding opportunities.

NEED MORE SUPPORT? 
Explore our Partner Support page for additional funding programs, business
resources, certifications, training opportunities and support tools.

https://www.ontario.ca/document/community-sport-and-recreation-infrastructure-fund
https://www.ontario.ca/document/community-sport-and-recreation-infrastructure-fund
https://www.ontario.ca/document/community-sport-and-recreation-infrastructure-fund
https://otf.ca/
https://otf.ca/our-grants/community-investments-grants/sector-grant
https://otf.ca/news/introducing-sector-grant-stream
https://successionontario.ca/
https://successionontario.ca/resource-library/employee-ownership-trusts-video/?contact_id=OyG3hiCTSoMomDVcl0Dy
https://successionontario.ca/resource-library/employee-ownership-trusts-video/?contact_id=OyG3hiCTSoMomDVcl0Dy&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://successionontario.ca/resource-library/employee-ownership-trusts-video/?contact_id=OyG3hiCTSoMomDVcl0Dy&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.destinationcanada.com/en-ca
https://www.destinationcanada.com/en-ca
https://dd.destinationcanada.com/en-ca/investment-hub/investment-funding-opportunities
https://centralcounties.ca/category/support/
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Rainbow Registered Info Session
Interested in learning more about Rainbow Registered accreditation? Join the
Canadian Queer Chamber of Commerce (CQCC) on October 13, 2026 for a free online
information session exploring the benefits of certification, what the standards
represent, and how the accreditation process works. The session is designed for
organizations looking to create more welcoming, respectful and inclusive experiences
for 2SLGBTQI+ visitors, employees and communities. Register now.

Insurance for Small Business
Understanding business insurance can be challenging, especially when determining
the right coverage for your operation. Join the Insurance for Small Business webinar
on October 14, 2026 to gain a better understanding of small business insurance and
the coverage options available to you. Learn about different types of insurance, how
to assess your business needs, and the questions to ask insurance professionals to
help ensure you have the right coverage in place. Register now.

Understanding Visitor Research: Downtowns of Durham
Join Durham Tourism on October 1, 2026 ,  for an online webinar introducing CCT’s
Visitor Research Program and exploring how visitor data can help you better
understand Durham Region’s downtown visitors — who they are, where they come
from and how they plan their experiences. This session is ideal for municipal staff,
BIAs, downtown organizations, tourism businesses, economic development
representatives and community organizations looking to use visitor insights to inform
marketing, planning and investment. Register here.

Rural Tourism Growth Workshop
If you operate a farm, attraction, accommodation, retail shop, experience-based
business or tourism destination, join Durham Tourism and the Business Advisory
Centre Durham on  October 14, 2026 for a free half-day workshop focused on
attracting more visitors. Learn practical strategies for creating video content,
improving your online visibility and optimizing your Google Business Profile. Advance
registration is required. Register here by October 9, subject to availability. 

https://queerchamber.ca/rainbow-registered/
https://queerchamber.ca/
https://queerchamber.ca/event/rainbow-registered-info-session-3/
https://www.rto9.ca/events/insurance-for-small-business/
https://www.rto9.ca/events/insurance-for-small-business/
https://www.durham.ca/tourism/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/understanding-visitor-research-central-counties-tourism-environics-program-tickets-1999786109085?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.durham.ca/tourism/
https://www.bacd.ca/
https://www.bacd.ca/
https://www.bacd.ca/event/rural-tourism-growth-workshop/
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Connect with us on social! 

Ontario Expands Tariff Support Programs
The Ontario government has announced expanded eligibility for the Protect Ontario
Financing Program and the Ontario Together Trade Fund, extending support to
additional sectors impacted by recent U.S. trade measures. The changes are intended
to help businesses navigate ongoing trade challenges and protect jobs across
affected industries. Learn more.

Help Shape the Future of the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail
A long-term initiative to enhance and strengthen connections along the Oak Ridges
Moraine Trail (which spans from Caledon through Durham Region) is underway, and
community feedback is being sought to help inform the next phase of planning.
Whether you're a trail user, resident, business owner or outdoor enthusiast, your input
can help shape future trail connections, amenities, accessibility improvements and
visitor experiences. Community members are encouraged to complete the survey by
October 12 or learn more about the project.

GSTC-Recognized Sustainability Certification Now Available
GreenStep has become the first North American organization to offer certification to a
Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC)-recognized standard. The new
certification pathway provides Canadian accommodations and tour operators with
access to a globally recognized sustainability credential as demand for verified
sustainability practices continues to grow across the tourism industry. Learn more.

Nominations Open for the Rural Ontario Inspiration Awards
Know an individual, business, organization or community making a difference in rural
Ontario? The Ministry of Rural Affairs' Rural Ontario Inspiration Awards celebrate
leadership and innovation across areas including economic development,
entrepreneurship, community building and tourism growth. Nominations are open
until October 23, 2026 .  Learn more and submit a nomination.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/central-counties-tourism/
https://www.facebook.com/centralcountiestourism
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/protect-ontario-financing-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/protect-ontario-financing-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-together-trade-fund
https://news.ontario.ca/en/backgrounder/1007992/ontario-expanding-eligibility-for-tariff-support-programs
https://www.oakridgestrail.org/chapters/
https://www.oakridgestrail.org/chapters/
https://oakridgesmorainetrail.mysocialpinpoint.com/
https://greenbelt.ca/help-connect-the-oak-ridges-moraine-trail-put-your-mark-on-a-once-in-a-generation-project
https://greenstep.ca/
https://greenstep.ca/pursuing-gstc-certification/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rural-ontario-inspiration-awards
https://www.ontario.ca/page/rural-ontario-inspiration-awards
https://www.ontario.ca/form/apply-rural-ontario-inspiration-awards

	CENTRAL COUNTIES      TOURISM NEWSLETTER
	September 2026
	E.D.'S CORNER: A Word From Chuck Thibeault
	Good day,
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	MEMBER NEED TO KNOW...
	Welcome Amanda!
	We’re excited to welcome Amanda Borges to the Central Counties Tourism team as our new Industry Relations Manager for York Region. Amanda brings valuable experience as a tourism stakeholder herself, giving her a firsthand understanding of the opportunities, challenges and needs of our industry partners. In her new role, Amanda will be working closely with our York Region tourism partners and is looking forward to connecting with you. Are you a York Region partner? Reach out and say hello — Amanda would love to connect!

	Agritourism Networking Event
	Our next Networking Event is coming up this fall, bringing together tourism and agriculture partners from across the regions of York, Durham and Headwaters at Elliott Tree Farm on November 10. With a focus on connecting the agritourism community, sharing ideas and exploring opportunities for collaboration, the event will also feature representatives from Agritourism Ontario and the Culinary Tourism Alliance. If agritourism is part of your business, or you’re interested in learning more about this growing sector, we’d love to have you join us. RSVP here or by scanning the QR code by October 30 to save your spot.

	CCT Lunch & Learn: Understanding Overnight Visitors
	How many visitors are staying overnight in York, Durham and Headwaters? Where are they coming from, and which markets are generating the most overnight stays? Join us for our next Lunch & Learn webinar, Understanding Overnight Visitors to York, Durham & Headwaters (2026 Insights), on October 28, where Tom Guerquin, our Research Manager, will share the latest overnight visitation insights from the first half of 2026 and show how this data can help you better understand visitors to the region. Learn more and register by October 26.
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	MEMBER NEED TO KNOW...
	AVTR1 Hits the Links
	We recently took AVTR1 somewhere you might not expect: the golf course! As a sponsor of the Tourism Golf Group of Ontario Golf Tournament, we created a fun, interactive activation on one of the holes featuring Virtual Chuck and a few surprises for golfers along the way. It’s a great example of how AVTR1 can create memorable moments by adding an unexpected digital layer to real-world experiences. See it in action here.

	Welcoming our New Tourism Minister
	Join us in welcoming Zee Hamid as Ontario's new Minister of Tourism, Culture and Gaming. Hamid was appointed as part of the province's September 10 cabinet changes, replacing Stan Cho in the role. Representing Milton, Hamid previously served as Associate Solicitor General for Auto Theft and Bail Reform. We look forward to working with Minister Hamid, the Ministry and tourism partners across Ontario in support of a strong visitor economy.
	SOURCE: ola.org


	New DEI courses in the CCT Learning Lab
	We have added six new courses focused on diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) to the CCT Learning Lab.  Developed by Durham Region, the DEI Foundations Series includes four courses covering Privilege, Systemic Injustice, Bias and Colonialism. Additional offerings explore Understanding Gender and Sexual Orientation and Anti-Black Racism. Together, these learning opportunities provide an opportunity to build awareness and understanding of key DEI concepts and perspectives. All are self-paced, allowing participants to learn on their own schedule, with a certificate provided upon completion. Explore the new DEI courses here.
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	New Tourism Additions in Vaughan
	We’re excited to welcome TownePlace Suites by Marriott Vaughan and Playdium Vaughan to the York Region tourism community! Now open at Vaughan Mills, Playdium Vaughan adds a new entertainment option for visitors, while TownePlace Suites by Marriott Vaughan brings 120 guest rooms and more than 4,400 sq. ft. of meeting and event space to the region, providing new options for business, group and leisure travellers. We're pleased to see these new additions further strengthen Vaughan's visitor offering and broaden its accommodation, meeting and entertainment options.

	Clarington Launches Municipal Accommodation Tax
	The Town of Clarington is the latest municipality within YDH to implement a Municipal Accommodation Tax (MAT) on short-term overnight accommodations. The visitor-funded tax, set at 5% in Clarington, came into effect July 1, 2026, and applies to hotels, motels and short-term rentals. The MAT will create a dedicated funding source to support tourism promotion and destination development in Clarington. Learn more about Clarington's MAT.

	Experience Ontario 2026 Recipients Across YDH
	Earlier this year, 26 festivals and events across York, Durham and Headwaters received support through Experience Ontario 2026, Ontario’s provincial funding program supporting festivals and events that have a tourism economic impact. From food and cultural festivals to music, arts and community celebrations, these events represent the creativity, culture and community experiences that help attract visitors and bring people together across our region. Congratulations to each of them! View the full list of recipients.

	New Dining Experience Comes to Markham


	MARKETING AND MORE
	Ultimate Road Trip - Holiday Edition
	Help us uncover the holiday experiences worth the drive. From festive markets and parades to seasonal dining, shopping, attractions, performances and winter getaways, we're looking to learn what's happening across York Durham Headwaters this holiday season. Share your holiday events, experiences and offerings through our intake form for consideration in website content, social media, media relations and other promotional opportunities. And while you're thinking about the holidays, don't forget to upload your events. It's never too early to get holiday events on the calendar and in front of potential visitors.

	NEW: CCT Press Release Resource
	Launching a new experience, hosting an event or announcing a partnership, program or other noteworthy news? We offer complimentary press release distribution to media, travel writers, bloggers and influencers across our network. To make the the process easier, we've created a CCT Stakeholder Press Release Submission Guide & Writing Resource with practical tips on writing, formatting and submitting effective media releases. Review the guide or send your media-ready press release to media@centralcounties.ca for consideration in future distribution opportunities.

	WE LOVE CONNECTING WITH YOU
	and sharing with our followers.
	Be sure to tag the correct account so your message reaches
	the right audience.
	For all things consumer, tag @visitydh
	For industry-focused news and events, tag @centralcountiestourism
	Community Sport and Recreation Infrastructure Fund
	Explore Employee Ownership as a Succession Option


	LEARNING & EVENTS
	Understanding Visitor Research: Downtowns of Durham
	Join Durham Tourism on October 1, 2026, for an online webinar introducing CCT’s Visitor Research Program and exploring how visitor data can help you better understand Durham Region’s downtown visitors — who they are, where they come from and how they plan their experiences. This session is ideal for municipal staff, BIAs, downtown organizations, tourism businesses, economic development representatives and community organizations looking to use visitor insights to inform marketing, planning and investment. Register here.

	Rainbow Registered Info Session
	Interested in learning more about Rainbow Registered accreditation? Join the Canadian Queer Chamber of Commerce (CQCC) on October 13, 2026 for a free online information session exploring the benefits of certification, what the standards represent, and how the accreditation process works. The session is designed for organizations looking to create more welcoming, respectful and inclusive experiences for 2SLGBTQI+ visitors, employees and communities. Register now.

	Rural Tourism Growth Workshop
	If you operate a farm, attraction, accommodation, retail shop, experience-based business or tourism destination, join Durham Tourism and the Business Advisory Centre Durham on October 14, 2026 for a free half-day workshop focused on attracting more visitors. Learn practical strategies for creating video content, improving your online visibility and optimizing your Google Business Profile. Advance registration is required. Register here by October 9, subject to availability.

	Insurance for Small Business
	Understanding business insurance can be challenging, especially when determining the right coverage for your operation. Join the Insurance for Small Business webinar on October 14, 2026 to gain a better understanding of small business insurance and the coverage options available to you. Learn about different types of insurance, how to assess your business needs, and the questions to ask insurance professionals to help ensure you have the right coverage in place. Register now.


	INDUSTRY NEWS
	Nominations Open for the Rural Ontario Inspiration Awards
	Know an individual, business, organization or community making a difference in rural Ontario? The Ministry of Rural Affairs' Rural Ontario Inspiration Awards celebrate leadership and innovation across areas including economic development, entrepreneurship, community building and tourism growth. Nominations are open until October 23, 2026. Learn more and submit a nomination.

	Help Shape the Future of the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail
	A long-term initiative to enhance and strengthen connections along the Oak Ridges Moraine Trail (which spans from Caledon through Durham Region) is underway, and community feedback is being sought to help inform the next phase of planning. Whether you're a trail user, resident, business owner or outdoor enthusiast, your input can help shape future trail connections, amenities, accessibility improvements and visitor experiences. Community members are encouraged to complete the survey by October 12 or learn more about the project.

	GSTC-Recognized Sustainability Certification Now Available
	GreenStep has become the first North American organization to offer certification to a Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC)-recognized standard. The new certification pathway provides Canadian accommodations and tour operators with access to a globally recognized sustainability credential as demand for verified sustainability practices continues to grow across the tourism industry. Learn more.

	Ontario Expands Tariff Support Programs
	The Ontario government has announced expanded eligibility for the Protect Ontario Financing Program and the Ontario Together Trade Fund, extending support to additional sectors impacted by recent U.S. trade measures. The changes are intended to help businesses navigate ongoing trade challenges and protect jobs across affected industries. Learn more.
	Connect with us on social!



