
E.D.'S CORNER: A Word
From Chuck Thibeault

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Good day,

AVTR  is officially ready to go! It was not without
its hiccups and setbacks, which is expected when
developing a brand-new software platform, but
we are finally in a place where you will be able to
increase your visitor engagement by creating
avatars to tell your stories. I would like to thank
our stakeholders who acted as guinea pigs as we
developed and worked the kinks out of the
programming. Their feedback was instrumental in
getting the software functioning in a way that can
be both entertaining and educational. 
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For those that may not have heard of the program,
AVTR  is an augmented reality software through
an app on your phone. Experiences are activated
by scanning a QR Code. Your organization
subscribes to the program, which gives you
access to your own QR codes. And here is where it
gets interesting. Unlike... Read more.
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2026 AGM Registration Reminder
A reminder to register for our upcoming 2026 Annual
General Meeting taking place virtually on June 17  at
9:30am. Join us for a look back at the 2025/26 fiscal year,
with remarks from Board Chair Angela Poletto and
Executive Director Chuck Thibeault, along with the
introduction of our incoming Board of Directors. Advance
registration is required ,  so be sure to secure your spot
by June 15. Register today to attend. 

Tourism stakeholders across York, Durham and
Headwaters continue to have access to preferred ad
rates through our CCT & Globe and Mail Advertising
Program, offering exclusive full-page advertising
opportunities in The Globe and Mail at significantly
reduced rates. This program is ideal for DMOs,
municipalities, BIAs, tourism businesses, and
organizations planning larger-scale promotional
campaigns. Full details are available on our website. 
To learn more or secure your ad buy, contact
info@centralcounties.ca.

Globe &  Mail Preferred Rates

Introducing Our Newest Team Member!

Download the  
app here,  then scan 
his QR code with it.

Meet his avatar!

We’re pleased to welcome Mohammed Ejner to the
Central Counties Tourism team as our new Sales

Specialist dedicated to growing AVTR , our innovative
augmented reality platform designed to help partners
elevate their visitor experience. Mohammed will work

closely with stakeholders to explore opportunities,
answer questions, and support implementation. With a

background in tourism and partnership development,
he brings a collaborative approach to supporting

partners across York, Durham,  Headwaters, and
beyond. Get in touch with him directly at

mejner@centralcounties.ca to start the conversation.
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https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/2026-cct-annual-general-meeting/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/2026-cct-annual-general-meeting/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/2026-cct-annual-general-meeting/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c864afe2-7dd8-4260-b9ca-0b648047029d@4ca44031-035d-4f09-babe-7227bf2313a7
https://centralcounties.ca/opportunities/globe-and-mail-advertising-program/
https://centralcounties.ca/opportunities/globe-and-mail-advertising-program/
https://centralcounties.ca/opportunities/globe-and-mail-advertising-program/
mailto:info@centralcounties.ca
https://centralcounties.ca/avtr1/
https://centralcounties.ca/staff/mohammed/
https://centralcounties.ca/staff/mohammed/
mailto:mejner@centralcounties.ca
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Golf in Ontario Spotlight
Golf tourism continues to be a major driver of
visitation and economic impact across Ontario, and
Golf in Ontario is helping lead the way. But what
exactly is the program, who is involved, and what
value does it deliver for golf courses and tourism
partners in York Durham Headwaters? Learn how
this collaborative initiative, which began with three
regional tourism organizations, including CCT, has
grown into a province-wide program generating
measurable results for participating destinations.
Read the full Golf In Ontario Stakeholder Spotlight
article to discover how to get involved. 

SOURCE: Downtown Oshawa

Biltmore Theatre Wins Canadian Live Music Award
Congratulations to Biltmore Theatre on winning Best

Teamwork in a Medium Club at this year’s Canadian Live
Music Awards. This recognition highlights the dedication

and collaboration behind one of Durham Region’s
standout live music venues, led by owner Diane Cerovich

and General Manager Jacob Hamayda. The downtown
Oshawa venue has has built a strong reputation within

Canada’s live music industry, bringing nationally
recognized artists to the region, including Big Wreck, 

The Trews, Sloan, and Matthew Good.

SOURCE: Pingle’s Farm Market

Pingle’s Farm Hosts GTA’s Largest Tulip Festival
Congratulations to Pingle's Farm Market in Clarington
(Durham Region) on hosting the largest tulip festival in
the GTA! This year’s festival features more than one
million tulip blooms across 100+ varieties, doubling
last year’s number of blooms with the addition of a
second field. Following overwhelming guest response
and peak bloom conditions, Tulip Days has been
extended through May 24, giving visitors one final
chance to experience the vibrant fields, and photo
moments, including a new Dutch-inspired clog
installation, promoted as the world’s largest clog.

https://golfinontario.ca/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/passionate-putters/
https://centralcounties.ca/stakeholder-spotlight-golf-in-ontario/
https://centralcounties.ca/stakeholder-spotlight-golf-in-ontario/
https://centralcounties.ca/stakeholder-spotlight-golf-in-ontario/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYCkT6PkYZT/?img_index=1
https://www.biltmoretheatre.com/
https://www.canadianlivemusic.ca/news/live-music-awards-2026-winners
https://www.canadianlivemusic.ca/news/live-music-awards-2026-winners
https://www.instagram.com/p/DYCkT6PkYZT/?img_index=1
https://pinglesfarmmarket.com/pingles-tulip-days/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18BcynQbp9/
https://www.facebook.com/share/1CmNb2jVJx/
https://pinglesfarmmarket.com/
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/pingle-s-farm-extends-tulip-days-through-may-24-as-peak-bloom-lasts-longer-than-expected-818644023.html


Vaughan recognized as an age-friendly community

Congratulations to Vaughan on receiving the Government
of Ontario’s Age-Friendly Community recognition. This
designation highlights the City’s commitment to creating
an inclusive and accessible community where residents
and visitors can remain active and engaged at every
stage of life. Guided by its Age-Friendly Community
Action Plan, Vaughan continues to invest in programs,
services, and spaces that support healthy aging,
accessibility, and community connection as the city
continues to grow. Learn more.

SOURCE: City of Vaughan
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New Agritourism Ontario Farm Fun App

New Cultural Hub Opening in Pickering
The City of Pickering is set to open its new Dorsay

Community & Heritage Centre on June 13,2026  marking
the launch of a major new cultural and community space

in the region. The 44,000-square-foot facility brings
together the Museum, Library, and Community Centre

under one roof and introduces Pickering’s first new
community hub in decades. Designed as a premier

destination for weddings, celebrations, corporate
functions, and community events, the Centre features a

banquet hall, courtyard, and flexible event spaces.
Visitors are invited to the grand opening to explore this

new landmark and experience everything it has to offer.

Agritourism Ontario recently launched the ON Farm Fun app, 
a user-friendly platform connecting visitors with over 800 farms
across the province. It helps users to discover on-farm
experiences including pick-your-own farms, tours, markets,
festivals, and family-friendly attractions, with real-time updates
on hours, seasonal events, and availability. The app also features
an interactive map, search tools, curated itineraries, and direct
links to farm websites and contact information, along with a barn
mascot, Barnie, to guide visitors through the experience.

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1GkmmUZvbQ/
https://visitvaughan.ca/
https://www.vaughan.ca/sites/default/files/VAUGHAN%20AGE-FRIENDLY%20COMMUNITY%20ACTION%20PLAN%20(April%202022).pdf?file-version=1779323420117
https://www.vaughan.ca/sites/default/files/VAUGHAN%20AGE-FRIENDLY%20COMMUNITY%20ACTION%20PLAN%20(April%202022).pdf?file-version=1779323420117
https://www.vaughan.ca/news/vaughan-recognized-age-friendly-community
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1GkmmUZvbQ/
https://www.pickering.ca/parks-recreation-culture/dorsay-community-heritage-centre
https://www.destinationpickering.ca/
https://www.pickering.ca/parks-recreation-culture/dorsay-community-heritage-centre
https://www.pickering.ca/parks-recreation-culture/dorsay-community-heritage-centre
https://agritourismontario.com/
https://agritourismontario.com/on-farm-fun/
https://agritourismontario.com/on-farm-fun/


MARKETING AND MORE 

WE LOVE CONNECTING WITH YOU
and sharing with our followers. 

Be sure to tag the correct account so your message reaches 
the right audience. 

For all things consumer, tag @visitydh 
For industry-focused news and events, tag @centralcountiestourism
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Summer travel planning is well underway, and we want to make sure York Durham
Headwaters is top of mind for visitors looking for their next getaway. As we prepare to
launch our Ultimate Road Trip summer campaign on June 12, we’re looking for fresh
experiences, events, seasonal updates, and hidden gems to help inspire travellers to
explore more of the region. If you have new products, experiences, events, or updates
this season,  please submit your information through our Content Intake Form, add
your events to the YDH Events Calendar, and ensure your business listing is updated
with current photos and descriptions. The more up-to-date your information is, the
better we can connect visitors with the experiences they’re looking for, and encourage
longer stays throughout the region. Content submission deadline is May 29, 2026 .

Share Your Content with
Culinary Tourism Alliance
The Culinary Tourism Alliance (CTA)
Content Intake Form makes it easy for
members to share events, experiences,
campaigns, photos, videos, and story
ideas for potential inclusion in CTA
marketing initiatives. Whether you have
a new seasonal offering, social content,
or blog-worthy experience to promote,
submissions are welcome year-round.
Current content themes include patio
season, farm visits, culinary
experiences, and spring-to-summer
travel inspiration. 

Share Your Story with
Destination Ontario
Destination Ontario encourages tourism
businesses and event organizers to submit
story ideas, seasonal updates, and unique
experiences through its Tourism Business
Content Intake Form. Submitted content
may be considered for Destination
Ontario’s social media, website, blogs,
marketing campaigns, media relations,
and travel trade activities. Partners are
encouraged to submit timely experiences,
noteworthy openings, and story-driven
content that helps inspire travel across
Ontario. Learn more.

https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/visitydh/
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YDH_Content_Submissions
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/
https://www.culinarytourismalliance.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSch3wj48qPfuA2A2CTCpfETafcGZ4qwyWENn8JSRDrDe8z80g/viewform
https://www.destinationontario.com/en-ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKFv0w0rI5-M993TGqN_i0MsqrPizHB8I5gNO6WWEKgd6Qng/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScKFv0w0rI5-M993TGqN_i0MsqrPizHB8I5gNO6WWEKgd6Qng/viewform
https://www.destinationontario.com/en-ca/corporate/working-with-us
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Explore Georgina Grant
The 2026 Explore Georgina Grant provides up to $5,000 in matched funding for
events, programs, or initiatives that enhance the Town’s identity, support community
betterment, and create economic impact, while celebrating local culture, history,
and diversity. Applications for the second intake are now being accepted with a June
26, 2026 deadline ,  for projects across three streams: Community Betterment,
Community Culture, and Economic Development. Learn more.

2026 Rural Change Makers Program
The 2026 Rural Change Makers program is a leadership journey for young adults (18–
35) across rural Ontario, offering skills training, experiential learning, and community
development tools to support stronger local communities. Participants gain hands-on
experience while working on real community challenges and building connections
across the province. Communities can also nominate a Change Maker from their area
to participate. Applications are due by July 1, 2026 .  

Vaughan Flavours - Summer 2026  
Applications are now open for Vaughan Flavours, the City of Vaughan’s two-week
culinary festival running July 24 to August 7, 2026. The program invites local dine-in
restaurants to showcase their menus through three-course prix fixe offerings at a
range of price points, helping celebrate the city’s diverse culinary scene and support
the local restaurant economy. Participation is free, with applications due by May 25,
2026 .  Learn more and apply  at visitvaughan.ca/VaughanFlavours.

Ontario Sport Hosting Program
The Ontario government is now accepting applications for the second intake of the
2026-27 Sport Hosting Program, which provides project-based funding to help
communities and sport organizations host major national and international amateur
sport events. The program supports events that generate tourism and economic
impact, while building sport capacity, strengthening community engagement, and
creating opportunities for Ontario athletes, coaches, officials, and volunteers.
Applications are open until July 13, 2026 .  Read the announcement.

https://www.georgina.ca/doing-business/economic-development/explore-georgina-grant
https://www.georgina.ca/doing-business/economic-development/explore-georgina-grant
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/rcm-program
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=XSl_R2bKvkG5npdFRscgq1oA7PNSRHtIgAbWYKz5VB5UQlpLVzBGNzZIQTM4R0JIRzBVRDNOTlJQRi4u
https://www.ruralontarioinstitute.ca/changemakersapplication
https://visitvaughan.ca/vaughanflavours/
http://visitvaughan.ca/VaughanFlavours
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-sport-hosting-program
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007444/ontario-sport-hosting-program-applications-now-open
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Tri-Township Networking Extravaganza
Last chance to register for the first-ever Tri-
Township Networking Extravaganza on June 3,
2026  at Mill Run Golf Club, in Uxbridge. This free
event brings together business and community
leaders from across North Durham and beyond for
an evening of networking, partnership building,
refreshments, prizes, and regional collaboration.
Opening remarks will be delivered by our
Executive Director Chuck Thibeault, highlighting
the power of collaboration in strengthening the
local economy. Register today.

Beyond The Music: Ready or Not Ready
Presented by Invest Durham in partnership with Old Flame Brewing Co. and Small
Town Open Mic, the free Beyond the Music: Ready or Not Ready industry event on
May 28, 2026 brings together music stakeholders, artists, and industry professionals
for networking, engagement, and professional development supporting Durham’s
music industry. The session features a roundtable discussion and industry panel
focused on the business of music, including promotion, publishing, radio, and artist
development. Find out more and RSVP.

FIFA World Cup 2026™ Industry Briefing
With the FIFA World Cup 2026™ fast approaching and expected to generate significant
visitation across the GTA, a virtual industry briefing focused on final readiness ahead
of the tournament will take place on May 28, 2026 .  Hosted by Destination Toronto, in
partnership with the City of Toronto and the FIFA World Cup 2026™ Toronto
Secretariat, the session will highlight Host City plans, participation opportunities,
available tools and resources, and key information to support business and
community readiness. Advance registration is required.

https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://www.golfmillrun.com/
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://www.durham.ca/en/economic-development/index.aspx
https://oldflamebrewingco.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/smalltownopenmic/
https://www.instagram.com/smalltownopenmic/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/beyond-the-music-ready-or-not-ready-tickets-1986529837219?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/beyond-the-music-ready-or-not-ready-tickets-1986529837219?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026
https://www.icastpro.ca/events/destination-toronto/bti5bj/2026/05/28/fifa-world-cup-26-virtual-industry-briefing
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Connect with us on social! 

Ontario Extending Last Call During FIFA World Cup 2026™
The Ontario government is supporting tourism and hospitality businesses by
temporarily extending the sale and service of alcohol across the province until 4am
during the FIFA World Cup 2026™, running June 11 to July 19, 2026. This temporary
measure is designed to enhance the fan experience while driving additional economic
activity for restaurants, bars, and the broader visitor economy during the tournament
period. Read the full media release.

Help Shape National Standards for Outdoor Guides
Tourism HR Canada and the Outdoor Council of Canada are seeking outdoor guides
and industry professionals to help validate competencies for a new national
occupational standard that reflects real-world industry experience and needs.
Volunteers are invited to participate in one of several two-hour virtual consultation
sessions taking place through the end of May, with remaining sessions scheduled for
May 25, May 26 and May 28, 2026 .  Those interested in participating are encouraged
to register for one of the remaining sessions.

Agritourism Survey
Tourism HR Canada, the Canadian Agricultural Human Resource Council, and Food
Processing Skills Canada have launched the first annual AgriTourism Survey to better
understand the workforce realities and challenges facing agritourism businesses
across Canada. If your operation includes experiences such as pick-your-own farms,
corn mazes, pumpkin patches, wineries, farm events, or other visitor offerings, your
input will help inform future workforce solutions, programs, and policy
recommendations for the sector. Share your voice and complete the survey now.

https://www.linkedin.com/company/central-counties-tourism/
https://www.facebook.com/centralcountiestourism
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1007471/ontario-extending-last-call-during-fifa-world-cup-2026
https://tourismhr.ca/
https://outdoorcouncil.ca/
https://tourismhr.ca/shape-national-standards-for-outdoor-guides/
https://tourismhr.ca/
https://cahrc-ccrha.ca/
http://fpsc-ctac.com/
http://fpsc-ctac.com/
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8804339/AgriTourism-EN
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8804339/AgriTourism-EN
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