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Good day,

There are people in our lives that give us comfort
and joy just knowing they are out there in the
world. For me, and many who had the pleasure of
knowing her, Eleanor Cook was one of those
people. We lost Eleanor on June 26th and, as
summed up perfectly by Sandra on our team,
“This one truly hurts!” | am going to apologize in
advance to Eleanor who is most likely at this
moment wanting to haunt me and tell me to stop
making a big deal about her. But | am not writing
this for Eleanor. | am writing this for me. Because
from the moment | heard the news, the world has
seemed a little emptier.

It seems like a lifetime ago that she left CCT to
head Prince Edward County’s DMO, Visit the
County, although it's only been two and a half
years. When she let me know that she was the
successful candidate, | was... Read more.

July 2025

Latcham Art Centre in Stouffville, York Region

IN THIS ISSUE

MEMBER NEED
TO KNOW .« P2

IN THE SPOTLIGHT « P3

MARKETING & MORE - P4

FUNDING & SUPPORT « PS5

LEARNING & EVENTS « P6

INDUSTRY NEWS « P7



https://centralcounties.ca/
https://www.latchamartcentre.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/ed-corner/e-d-corner-july-2025/

JULY 2025

MEMBER NEED
TO KNOW...

Meet our new Board Members

At our Annual General Meeting on June 18, we
welcomed seven new members, with diverse
professional backgrounds, to the CCT Board of
Directors. Their expertise and leadership will
strengthen an already dedicated Board, helping
to guide our efforts to support tourism growth
across York, Durham, and Headwaters. If you
missed the AGM, the full recording is now
available. Catch up on key highlights from the
past year and hear from our team as to what’s
ahead for our region. Watch it here.

NEW Learning Lab Course: Tourism Route Development
Tourism works best when we work together. Our
newest Learning_Lab course, Tourism Route
Development, shows you how to collaborate with
other businesses to create engaging tourism routes
that grow visitation and showcase the best of your
region. You'll learn how to design visitor-focused
routes and itineraries that align with local strengths
and destination goals, with real examples from local
businesses already putting these strategies into
action. Hear how others are doing it and get the
tools to start your own. Log_in to get started today.

SAVE THE DATE: Feast On® Mixer in Durham Region

Save the date for the upcoming Feast On® Mixer, hosted
by the Culinary Tourism Alliance, on November 10,
2025, at Nest Restaurant at Trail Hub in Uxbridge.
Perfect for both Feast On® members and those curious
about joining the movement, this vibrant networking
event brings together members of the restaurant,
tourism, and hospitality community to connect,
collaborate, and celebrate Ontario’s local food
movement. Enjoy great food, meaningful connections,
and discover how becoming Feast On® certified can help
your business stand out to visitors who value authentic,
sustainable, local experiences. Stay tuned, more details
coming soon!

SOURCE: CCT Image Bank
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IN THE
SPOTLIGHT

GOOD NEWS, ACCOLADES & COLLABORATION

Attractions Ontario Tourism Awards

At this year’s Attractions Ontario AGM, two Tourism
Awards were presented to outstanding leaders from right
here in York Durham Headwaters! Congratulations to
Angela Poletto, Associate Sales Director at the
McMichael Canadian Art Collection and Chair of our
Board, on receiving the prestigious Lifetime Achievement
Award for her decades of dedication to Ontario’s tourism
industry. Kudos as well to Ashley Angeloni, Senior
Tourism Development Officer with the City of Vaughan,
honoured with the Tourism Champion Award for her
leadership and passion in driving tourism growth.

Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville Launches its Visitor Plan

The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville is making big moves to grow
its visitor economy! This spring, Stouffville unveiled its Visitor
Plan, a multi-year strategic roadmap to enhance the visitor
experience, support local businesses, and showcase what makes
the community a must-visit destination. Developed in partnership
with CCT and shaped by stakeholder input, the 2025-2028
Visitor Plan outlines five strategic goals and 26 action items
focused on strengthening tourism infrastructure, boosting
promotion, and celebrating Stouffville’s unique attractions and
events. The plan was presented to Council in May, marking an
exciting milestone in advancing tourism growth for the town.

SOURCE: TownofWS.ca

Town of Georgina Launches New Tourism Website

The Town of Georgina is raising the bar on tourism

marketing with the launch of Explore Georgina, a bold new

brand showcasing the very best of this vibrant lakeside

community. Through a dedicated website, new social

channels, and refreshed promotional tools, Explore

Georgina highlights the town’s unique offerings: from

outdoor adventure and agritourism to cultural events and

lakeside escapes, with the goal of attracting more visitors,

supporting local businesses, and growing tourism year-

round. As part of the rollout, the town’s popular visitor

guide has also been rebranded. The new Explore Georgina

Summer/Fall 2025 Tourism Guide is now available to help

inspire visitors and promote local experiences. SOURCE: Explore Georgina
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MARKETING AND MORE

Special Call Out: Fall Content Wanted!

Believe it or not!, autumn is just around the corner and we're eager to highlight all the
amazing events, festivals, and new offerings at your tourism business. Whether it's a
seasonal program, a unique event, or a special festival, we want to showcase it!

Focus on Arts & Culture This Fall

We are turning the spotlight on Arts and Culture through our exciting partnership with
Destination Ontario. We have two brand-new YorkDurhamHeadwaters landing pages
to celebrate this: the coming soon Creative Spaces page will focus on the Visual Arts,
while Historically Speaking showcases Heritage, Museum, and Cultural experiences. If
your business offers artistic or cultural experiences, we want to hear from you!

Calling All Spooky Stories!

We're also gearing up for our Halloween Takeover at the end of September! We're
looking for haunted stories, ghostly programs, eerie events, and anything spooky.
If you have something spine-chilling or unique to share, now’s the time.

Harvest Programs

Of course, it wouldn’t be fall without apples, pumpkins, great food and harvest
programs. Our harvest content will be focused on getting our visitor hungry to get out
to local farms, restaurants, harvest festivals, and more.

Important Reminder: Upload Your Events

Please upload your events early at centralcounties.ca, and
review your business listing to ensure your published profile, in
our YDH Travel Directory, is up-to-date. Submit your fall content
ideas to your region’s Industry Relations Manager by August 8
for consideration, copying info@centralcounties.ca. And if you
don’t have a YDH listing for your tourism business yet, why not
create your free account now.
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FUNDING & SUPPORT

Ontario Creates Industry Development Program

The Ontario Creates Industry Development Program provides funding to not-for-profit
organizations delivering initiatives that strengthen Ontario’s book, magazine, film,
television, and interactive digital media sectors. Eligible projects can focus on
building business leads, expanding capacity, or fostering professional development,
with priority given to initiatives advancing environmental sustainability, accessibility,
and equity. Successful applicants may receive up to 75% of eligible costs, to a
maximum of $35,000. The application deadline for the second intake period is August
7, 2025. Visit their website to learn more and watch a recorded info session.

Ontario Trillium Foundation Seed Grant

The Ontario Trillium Foundation Seed Grant provides one-year grants of $10,000 to
$100,000 to help eligible non-profits, First Nations, libraries, and small municipalities
build resilience and enhance their ability to deliver impactful community programs.
Funding supports projects that strengthen organizations, pilot new programs, or build
staff and volunteer capacity in areas such as arts, culture, environment, recreation,
and social services. The application period runs from July 23 to August 20, 2025.
Learn more about eligibility and project criteria on the OTF website.

Rural Ontario Development Program

Launched June 2025, the Rural Ontario Development (ROD) program replaces the
previous Rural Economic Development (RED) program. This modernized and expanded
program aims to provide $20 million in cost-share funding over 2 years to create
strong businesses, support economic growth, job creation, and infrastructure
improvements in rural communities across Ontario. Four streams of funding are
available for eligible rural municipalities, not-for-profit organizations, Indigenous
communities and small businesses. Applications are now being accepted, with the first
intake deadline of September 24, 2025. Register for an upcoming online information
session to learn more.
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LEARNING & EVENTS

Destination Delicious: Exploring Food Festivals & Culinary Tourism

Join the Culinary Tourism Alliance and Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Gaming for
Destination Delicious: Exploring_Food Festivals & Culinary Tourism, a free webinar
on July 15, 2025. Discover how festivals can celebrate your region’s flavours and
elevate your visitor experience! Learn how to incorporate culinary tourism into your
event through local food storytelling, vendor partnerships, and real-world case
studies. Ideal for event organizers, tourism professionals, and community partners.
Register now to learn more.

2025 Ontario Tourism Summit & Awards of Excellence

Tourism professionals from across the province will come together in Ottawa on
October 28 & 29 for TIAO’s 2025 Ontario Tourism Summit, focussed on Building YOUR
Business, Living Abundantly, and Collaboration. This year’s program tackles industry
priorities like climate change, technology, cost control, and investment, with sessions
shaped by real industry feedback. Early bird rates for both members and non-members
are available until September 1, 2025. Register early and save!

Additionally, nominations are still open for the 2025 Ontario Tourism Awards of
Excellence, celebrating the best in tourism, hospitality, marketing, and innovation
across the province. Know an outstanding organization, campaign, or leader in
Ontario’s tourism industry? Now’s your chance to give them the spotlight they
deserve. Submit your nomination by July 15, 2025.

OUT for Business Mentorship Program

Calling all 2SLGBTQI+ entrepreneurs and leaders! The CGLCC is seeking mentors for
its 2025/26 OUT for Business cohort, a nationally recognized program supporting
emerging 2SLGBTQI+ entrepreneurs across Canada. As a mentor, you'll help guide the
next generation of 2SLGBTQI+ business leaders, strengthen your leadership and
coaching skills, and connect with a dynamic national network of innovators.
Applications are open until August 18, 2025, or until the program reaches capacity.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

2025 Restaurants Canada Awards of Excellence

The Restaurants Canada Awards of Excellence celebrate leading professionals and
industry-changers who embody the very best of Canada’s hospitality and foodservice
industry. From visionary leaders and rising stars to sustainability champions and
culinary trailblazers, these awards recognize those making a real impact in their
businesses and communities. Know someone who deserves the spotlight?
Nominations close July 18, 2025. Visit Restaurants Canada’s website for full award
details and nomination forms.

Agritourism Ontario’s Agritourism Growth Study - Farmer Survey

Do you offer farm tours, pick-your-own, a farm café or shop, farm stays, or similar on-
farm experiences? Agritourism Ontario wants to hear from you. They’ve launched a
province-wide study to better understand the economic impact and growth potential
of Ontario’s agritourism sector. Your input will help shape future opportunities for
farmers like you. Complete the survey by July 22, 2025 for a chance to win a one-year
Agritourism Ontario membership or a $100 Lee Valley Tools gift card! Learn more.

Destination Ontario’s We Stand Campaign

Destination Ontario recently launched We Stand, a bold new tourism campaign
inviting Ontarians to explore their own backyard and support the businesses and
communities that make Ontario unforgettable. Showcasing breathtaking landscapes,
local artists, culinary talent, and unique destinations, the campaign celebrates the rich
diversity of experiences across the province. The campaign is reaching audiences
across multiple channels, including television, cinemas, digital billboards, social
media, radio, and audio streaming platforms. Watch the campaign kickoff video here.

Connect with us on social!
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