
E.D.'S CORNER: A Word
From Chuck Thibeault

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Good day,

I know that I can be a lot. I see opportunities
everywhere and am passionate about trying to get
people to take advantage of them. This often
leads to what I call my “soapbox” moments, which
is my way of trying to rally the troops and getting
us all to push forward. The funny part is, most of
the things I talk about, you already know.
However, knowing and acting are two different
things. That is why I continue to bang the drum.

And it is starting to work. I was recently up on my
soapbox at the Uxbridge BIA Annual General
Meeting, touting the importance of working
together to solidify Uxbridge as a welcoming
destination for visitors and residents alike. I was
energized by the head nods and was on a role,
when someone said, “you’ve got to see this” and
handed me an empty take-out cup. It took me a
second to... Read more.
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New inclusive training is now available in the Learning
Lab. Great visitor experiences start with inclusive,

welcoming workplaces. With dedicated courses for
frontline staff and supervisors, the free BELONG

eLearning series, offered in partnership with Tourism HR
Canada, helps staff build confidence in accessibility,

support diverse employees, and deliver inclusive
customer service at every level. Make BELONG part of

your employee onboarding today and step into the
summer season ready to welcome everyone. Access the

Learning Lab here to get started.

New Learning Lab Courses Available

Last chance to apply! We are currently recruiting for
our Board of Directors and invite experienced tourism
professionals to apply. Two positions are available
beginning June 17, 2026: Director-at-Large (3-year
term) and Durham Representative (1-year term). Serving
in a voluntary capacity, this is a meaningful opportunity
to help shape the future of tourism across York,
Durham, and Headwaters through strategic guidance
and industry leadership. Applications close April 30,
2026 .  Learn more and apply.

REMINDER: Join our Board of Directors
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2026 Annual General Meeting 
Mark your calendars! Our 2026 Annual General Meeting
will take place virtually on June 17, 2026 at 9:30am,
and we invite all tourism stakeholders from York,
Durham, and Headwaters to join us. Hear updates from
our Board Chair Angela Poletto and Executive Director
Chuck Thibeault as they share highlights from the
2025/26 fiscal year, and introduce the incoming Board
of Directors. Advance registration is required .  Register
here by June 15. 

https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://tourismhr.ca/program-and-service/belong/
https://tourismhr.ca/program-and-service/belong/
https://learninglab.centralcounties.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/about/board/
https://centralcounties.ca/2026-cct-board-of-directors-recruitment/
https://centralcounties.ca/2026-cct-board-of-directors-recruitment/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/2026-cct-annual-general-meeting/
https://centralcounties.ca/featured-events/2026-cct-annual-general-meeting/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/c864afe2-7dd8-4260-b9ca-0b648047029d@4ca44031-035d-4f09-babe-7227bf2313a7


Stouffville Tourism Networking Event
CCT and the Town of Stouffville invite tourism business

owners to the Discover Stouffville Tourism Mixer on
May 13, 2026 ,  from 4:30pm to 6:30pm at Muddy York

Brewing Co.. This free networking event brings together
tourism business owners to connect, collaborate, and

explore opportunities to grow visitation in the
community, with light refreshments and local samples
provided. Space is limited and advance registration is

required. RSVP today to join us! 

Scugog Tourism Networking Event
Join us on  May 7, 2026  from 4pm to 6pm for our next
networking event at the Great Blue Heron Casino &
Hotel in Port Perry. Hosted in partnership with 
Durham Tourism and Scugog Tourism, this event will
celebrate the launch of the new Scugog Visitor
Growth Plan and bring together local tourism
partners for an afternoon of connection and
collaboration. RSVP to Lisa, our Durham Region
Industry Relations Manager, at ljohn-
mackenzie@centralcounties.ca by April 30  to attend. 
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MORE

Connect with business and community leaders from
across North Durham and beyond at the first ever Tri-
Township Networking Extravaganza on June 3, 2026
from 6pm to 8pm at Mill Run Golf Club, in Uxbridge. This
free event offers valuable opportunities to build new
partnerships, showcase your business, and strengthen
regional connections, with networking, refreshments,
prizes, plus opening remarks from our very own Chuck
Thibeault, highlighting the importance of collaboration
in growing our local economy. Register today.

Tri-Township Networking Extravaganza

https://centralcounties.ca/2026-tourism-symposium-agenda/
https://discoverstouffville.ca/
https://www.muddyyorkbrewing.com/
https://www.muddyyorkbrewing.com/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/stouffville-spring-tourism-networking-event-tickets-1986902089636?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://greatcanadian.com/destinations/ontario/great-blue-heron/
https://greatcanadian.com/destinations/ontario/great-blue-heron/
https://www.durham.ca/en/tourism/index.aspx
https://www.scugogtourism.ca/
mailto:ljohn-mackenzie@centralcounties.ca
mailto:ljohn-mackenzie@centralcounties.ca
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://www.golfmillrun.com/
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub
https://business.northdurhamchamber.ca/events/Details/2026-tri-township-networking-extravaganza-1636061?sourceTypeId=Hub


Canada Celebrates FIFA World Cup 2026 Tour Headed to Vaughan 

IN THE
SPOTLIGHT
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Congratulations to Vaughan on being
selected as a stop on the national Canada
Celebrates tour as part of the FIFA World
Cup 2026. Taking place July 15, 2026, the
event will bring the energy of the
tournament to the community with live
match viewings, football-themed activations,
local food, and cultural entertainment. As
one of 38 stops across 34 communities
nationwide, Vaughan will play a key role in
bringing this global celebration to fans
across the region. Learn more. 

The Ontario By Bike awards recognize businesses that go above
and beyond to welcome cyclists and support cycle tourism in

their communities. Congratulations to this year’s Ontario By
Bike award winners for York Durham Headwaters (RTO6)! Alton

Mill Arts Centre in Caledon has been named Best Bicycle
Friendly Business, while Cycle Life in Pickering earned

recognition as Best Bike Business,highlighting their leadership
in creating cycle-friendly experiences across the region.

Alton Mill Arts Centre Recognized as Bicycle Friendly Business 

SOURCE: Ontario by Bike

Slabtown Cider Co. wins Silver and Bronze

SOURCE: FIFA.com 

Cheers to Slabtown Cider Co. in Uxbridge on earning two
honours at the 2026 Ontario Craft Cider Competition,which
recognizes excellence in craft cider across the Province.
Legendary Cherry was awarded Silver in the Specialty
Craft – Fruit/Botanical category, while their Barrel-Aged
Chardonnay earned Bronze in the Specialty Craft –
Hopped/Barrel Aged category, a testament to the team’s
craftsmanship and continued contribution to Ontario’s
craft cider sector. Congratulations to the Slabtown team on
this well-earned recognition. 

SOURCE: Slabtown Cider

https://inside.fifa.com/organisation/media-releases/canada-celebrates-world-cup-2026-countrywide-route-official-partners?requester=MediaHub
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/bicycle-friendly-business-awards-2026/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWumVvZEfxU/?igsh=aHJmeW96bHV5enl3
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026
https://www.fifa.com/en/tournaments/mens/worldcup/canadamexicousa2026
https://inside.fifa.com/organisation/media-releases/canada-celebrates-world-cup-2026-countrywide-route-official-partners?requester=MediaHub
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/bicycle-friendly-business-awards-2026/
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/bicycle-friendly-business-awards-2026/
https://www.altonmill.ca/
https://www.altonmill.ca/
https://www.cyclelife.bike/
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/
https://inside.fifa.com/organisation/media-releases/canada-celebrates-world-cup-2026-countrywide-route-official-partners?requester=MediaHub
https://www.slabtowncider.com/
https://www.ofvc.ca/ONCraftCider.html
https://www.slabtowncider.com/shop/legendary-cherry
https://www.slabtowncider.com/shop/maple-bourbon-wbn8d
https://www.slabtowncider.com/shop/maple-bourbon-wbn8d
https://www.instagram.com/p/DWumVvZEfxU/?igsh=aHJmeW96bHV5enl3
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Big congratulations to Last Straw Distillery in Vaughan
on a strong showing at this year’s Canadian Whisky

Awards (CASC) and Canadian Artisan Spirits
Competition (CWA). Their spirits earned multiple

honours, including top recognition for Cask #2 sCorn
Whisky  (Best in Class Single-Grain Whisky at CASC,

along with Double Gold and Excellence in Terroir, plus
Silver at CWA), as well as awards for  Cask #2 Stout
Whisky ,  Amber Whisky – Southern Ontario Sippers

Barrel Select ,  and Blended Rye .  A strong result that
reflects their ongoing commitment to quality and craft

in Ontario’s spirits sector.

Last Straw Distillery Recognized at National Competitions

SOURCE: Last Straw Distillery

ClearWater Farm Honoured with ECO Impact Canada Award 

SOURCE: ClearWater Farm

Congratulations to ClearWater Farm in Georgina on being
named the 2026 Community Impact Award winner by ECO
Impact Canada. This recognition highlights the farm’s
leadership in regenerative agriculture and environmental
education, as well as the impact of its Young Agripreneur
Program, which empowers youth through hands-on
experience in sustainable farming, entrepreneurship, and
environmental stewardship—building real-world skills
while making a meaningful impact in the community. Read
the full media release.

https://laststrawdistillery.com/
https://canadianwhiskyawards.com/news-results/2026-canadian-whisky-awards-results
https://canadianwhiskyawards.com/news-results/2026-canadian-whisky-awards-results
https://artisandistillers.ca/2026-results
https://artisandistillers.ca/2026-results
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/scorn-whisky/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/scorn-whisky/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/stout-whisky-cask-2/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/stout-whisky-cask-2/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/rye-whisky-sos-barrel-select-series/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/rye-whisky-sos-barrel-select-series/
https://laststrawdistillery.com/product/blended-rye/
https://www.instagram.com/laststrawdistill?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://theclearwaterfoundation.com/about-us/news
https://clearwaterfarm.ca/
https://clearwaterfarm.ca/
https://ecoimpact.ca/awards/past-eco-impact-award-winners/
https://clearwaterfarm.ca/young-agripreneur-program/
https://clearwaterfarm.ca/young-agripreneur-program/
https://theclearwaterfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EcoImpact-News-Release-CWF-final.pdf
https://theclearwaterfoundation.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/EcoImpact-News-Release-CWF-final.pdf


MARKETING AND MORE 

WE LOVE CONNECTING WITH YOU
and sharing with our followers. 

Be sure to tag the correct account so your message reaches 
the right audience. 

For all things consumer, tag @visitydh 
For industry-focused news and events, tag @centralcountiestourism
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Optimize Your YDH Listing(s)
With summer just around the corner, now is
the perfect time to get your events ready to be
discovered. A strong listing can make all the
difference in capturing attention on the York
Durham Headwaters Events Calendar, and
we’re sharing a few simple tips to help your
events stand out—from choosing a compelling
main image to ensuring key details are clear
and easy to find. If you’re not yet listed, you
can also learn how to create a free account to
get added to our regional Travel Directory.
Learn more and get started.

Surf’s Up in YDH and by surf, we mean we’re surfing the net to find what cool summer
fun activities you want us to promote to visitors. But we need your input. Travellers are
already planning their trips for summer, and we want York Durham Headwaters to be
their top pick! Our Ultimate Road Trip campaign is fuelled by everything you bring to
the table, from new experiences and events to seasonal updates and proven crowd-
pleasers. We want to showcase it all in a way that inspires visitors to add your stop to
their plans and spend more time exploring the region.

YDH Ultimate Road Trip – Summer Edition

If you have new products, experiences, events, or updates this season, please share
the details with your Industry Relations Manager, add your events to the YDH Events
Calendar, and refresh your business listing with current photos and descriptions. The
more current your information, the better we can match travellers with what they’re
looking for and encourage longer stays and return visits and spend money with you! 

Summer Campaign tentative in market date: June 12, 2026

https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/event/2026-orangeville-blues-jazz-festival
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/event/2026-orangeville-blues-jazz-festival
https://www.instagram.com/visitydh/
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/directory/
https://centralcounties.ca/get-your-summer-events-noticed-quick-tips-to-optimize-ydh-listings/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/
https://centralcounties.ca/about/staff-profiles/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/
https://yorkdurhamheadwaters.ca/events/


FUNDING & SUPPORT 
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Host in Vaughan Grant
Delivered by Tourism Vaughan, the Host in Vaughan Grant supports events,
activations, and tourism initiatives that drive visitation and enhance community
engagement across the city. Funding ranges from $5,000 to $25,000 across five
categories: Major Festivals and Events, Tourism Partnerships, Business Conferences,
Sports Events, and Community Activations. Eligible projects must take place in
Vaughan, attract visitors from beyond the local area, and contribute to inclusive,
community-focused experiences. Deadline to apply is May 13, 2026 .  Learn more.

The York Region Tourism Fund 
Applications are currently being accepted for the 2026 York Region Tourism Fund.
Established in 2022, this funding supports tourism stakeholders across York Region,
with the goal of encouraging visitation and participation at local events, and fostering
strong partnerships amongst York Region tourism stakeholders. A maximum of $5,000
per project, is available to support community-based tourism events delivered during
the period of March to December 31, 2026 .  This is a limited opportunity and will
close once all funding has been allocated. Learn more and apply.

Last chance to apply! Our 2026/27 Partnership Program
intake closes April 30, 2026 .  Funding is available across
four streams—CCT Partnered Projects and Destination
Development Projects (up to $25,000), High Impact
Festivals & Events (up to $10,000), and Tourism
Marketing Support (up to $2,000)—to support initiatives
that drive visitation and strengthen the region’s tourism
economy. Should any funding remain after the deadline,
a second intake will be added, and announced in June.
The Tourism Marketing Support stream remains open on
an ongoing basis until funds are fully allocated. Contact
your region’s Industry Relations Manager to learn more.

REMINDER: 2026/27 CCT Partnership Program

https://visitvaughan.ca/
https://hostinvaughan.ca/at-your-service/grant/
https://hostinvaughan.ca/at-your-service/grant/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1872EasESz/
https://yorklink.ca/york-region-tourism-fund/
https://yorklink.ca/york-region-tourism-fund/
https://centralcounties.ca/opportunities/2026-2027-partnership-program/
https://centralcounties.ca/opportunities/2026-2027-partnership-program/
https://centralcounties.ca/about/staff-profiles/
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Tourism Golf Group Ontario Golf Tournament
Golf with purpose at the Tourism Golf Group Ontario Golf Tournament, taking place
September 16, 2026 at Nottawasaga Resort and Golf. Hosted by a group of retired
tourism professionals, this inaugural event will bring together industry peers for a day
of golf, networking, and giving back in support of Starlight Children's Foundation
Canada. Registration includes golf, dinner, and a charitable donation, with
opportunities to participate as a player, sponsor, donor, or volunteer. Early bird rates
are available until June 30 .  Learn more and register.

Turning Visitor Data into Opportunity
Join the Town of Stouffville on  April 27, 2026  for Turning Visitor Data into
Opportunity, a workshop led by Tom Guerquin, CCT’s Research & Development
Manager, exploring Stouffville visitor data insights, trends, and opportunities to drive
foot traffic and support Main Street businesses. Learn who is visiting Stouffville, how
people move between Memorial Park and Main Street, and how to convert visitation
into sales. Advance registration is required. 

Essential Safety Practices for Small Businesses
Part of Destination Nortern Ontario’s training series,the Workplace Safety & Prevention
Services webinar on April 23, 2026  for Essential Safety Practices for Small Businesses,
covers Ontario health and safety requirements, identifying and managing workplace
hazards, training and orientation needs, and free tools including a Health & Safety
Handbook generator and eLearning courses (available until September 30, 2026). The
session will also include an overview of the WSIB Health & Safety Excellence Program
and a live Q&A. Register for the webinar.

AI at Work: Creating Practical Policies for Your Team
Taking place on April 23, 2026 ,  the AI at Work: Creating Practical Policies for Your
Team webinar is designed to help small businesses navigate the growing use of AI in
the workplace. Learn why having a clear AI policy matters, how to manage risks like
privacy and accuracy, and where AI can best support your team—while understanding
where human oversight is essential. The session also provides a simple, practical
framework you can adapt for your business. Advance registration is required. Learn
more and explore other RTO9 webinars.

https://tiaontario.ca/events/tggo-golf-tournament/69c5dea112c987f1f43ebded
https://tiaontario.ca/events/tggo-golf-tournament/69c5dea112c987f1f43ebded
https://discoverstouffville.ca/
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/turning-visitor-data-into-opportunity-tickets-1985611399146
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/turning-visitor-data-into-opportunity-tickets-1985611399146
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/turning-visitor-data-into-opportunity-tickets-1985611399146
https://www.wsps.ca/
https://www.wsps.ca/
https://destinationnorthernontario.ca/events?_id=69d3c5d7b04ff67d47b4e9d3
https://destinationnorthernontario.ca/events
https://destinationnorthernontario.ca/events
https://www.rto9.ca/events/ai-at-work-creating-practical-policies-for-your-team/
https://www.rto9.ca/events/ai-at-work-creating-practical-policies-for-your-team/
https://www.rto9.ca/events/
https://www.rto9.ca/events/
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Ontario Agritourism Contributes $633M in Economic Impact Annually
Agritourism Ontario has released its first-of-its-kind Fields of Opportunity Economic
Growth Study, providing a comprehensive look at the impact of agritourism across the
province. The report highlights the sector’s role as a key driver of rural economic
development, supporting jobs, farm diversification, municipal revenues, and tourism
spending in communities across Ontario. With $633M in annual economic output and
more than 8,700 jobs supported, the study also outlines opportunities to strengthen
the sector through reduced regulatory barriers, enhanced partnerships, and targeted
investment. Read the full report or media release to learn more.

Connect with us on social! 

Tourism HR Canada Receives Funding to Strengthen Workforce Development 
Tourism HR Canada has received new federal funding through the Sectoral Workforce
Solutions Program to expand its workforce development initiatives and labour market
intelligence. As one of Canada’s fastest-growing sectors, tourism relies on strong
workforce planning, and this investment will support enhanced research, tools, and
resources to help businesses better understand workforce trends, improve job
readiness, and attract and retain talent, strengthening Canada’s tourism workforce and
supporting long-term industry success. Read the media release.

Temporary Federal Measures Could Support Rural Tourism Employers
The Government of Canada has announced targeted, time-limited measures under the
Temporary Foreign Worker Program to support rural employers facing ongoing labour
shortages. In eligible regions,pending a provincial request,employers may be
permitted increased access to low-wage temporary foreign workers to help address
workforce pressures. While many seasonal tourism roles are already exempt from
existing caps, these measures could help address gaps in year-round or hard-to-fill
positions, while maintaining safeguards to prioritize Canadians workers.

The Tourism Industry Association of Ontario is advocating for timely provincial
adoption of these measures and seeking input from rural tourism operators impacted
by workforce challenges. If this affects your business, consider sharing examples of
current workforce gaps and their impact on operations, recruitment efforts (including
barriers or limitations), and how a time-limited extension to the Temporary Foreign
Worker Program could help address these challenges. Contact Nathan at TIAO.

https://agritourismontario.com/
https://agritourismontario.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Agritourism-Growth-Study_Final.pdf
https://agritourismontario.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Agritourism-Growth-Study_Final.pdf
https://agritourismontario.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Agritourism-Growth-Study_Final.pdf
https://agritourismontario.com/economic-growth-study/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/central-counties-tourism/
https://www.facebook.com/centralcountiestourism
https://www.instagram.com/centralcountiestourism/
https://tourismhr.ca/
https://tourismhr.ca/tourism-hr-canada-receives-federal-funding-to-strengthen-workforce-development-and-labour-insights-for-canadas-130b-tourism-sector/
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/news/2026/03/government-of-canada-taking-action-to-support-rural-employers-under-the-temporary-foreign-worker-program.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/foreign-workers.html
https://www.tiaontario.ca/
mailto:nolmstead@tiaontario.ca
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	Mark your calendars! Our 2026 Annual General Meeting will take place virtually on June 17, 2026 at 9:30am, and we invite all tourism stakeholders from York, Durham, and Headwaters to join us. Hear updates from our Board Chair Angela Poletto and Executive Director Chuck Thibeault as they share highlights from the 2025/26 fiscal year, and introduce the incoming Board of Directors. Advance registration is required. Register here by June 15.
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	Stouffville Tourism Networking Event
	CCT and the Town of Stouffville invite tourism business owners to the Discover Stouffville Tourism Mixer on May 13, 2026, from 4:30pm to 6:30pm at Muddy York Brewing Co.. This free networking event brings together tourism business owners to connect, collaborate, and explore opportunities to grow visitation in the community, with light refreshments and local samples provided. Space is limited and advance registration is required. RSVP today to join us!

	Tri-Township Networking Extravaganza
	Connect with business and community leaders from across North Durham and beyond at the first ever Tri-Township Networking Extravaganza on June 3, 2026 from 6pm to 8pm at Mill Run Golf Club, in Uxbridge. This free event offers valuable opportunities to build new partnerships, showcase your business, and strengthen regional connections, with networking, refreshments, prizes, plus opening remarks from our very own Chuck Thibeault, highlighting the importance of collaboration in growing our local economy. Register today.
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	Canada Celebrates FIFA World Cup 2026 Tour Headed to Vaughan
	Congratulations to Vaughan on being selected as a stop on the national Canada Celebrates tour as part of the FIFA World Cup 2026. Taking place July 15, 2026, the event will bring the energy of the tournament to the community with live match viewings, football-themed activations, local food, and cultural entertainment. As one of 38 stops across 34 communities nationwide, Vaughan will play a key role in bringing this global celebration to fans across the region. Learn more.

	Alton Mill Arts Centre Recognized as Bicycle Friendly Business
	The Ontario By Bike awards recognize businesses that go above and beyond to welcome cyclists and support cycle tourism in their communities. Congratulations to this year’s Ontario By Bike award winners for York Durham Headwaters (RTO6)! Alton Mill Arts Centre in Caledon has been named Best Bicycle Friendly Business, while Cycle Life in Pickering earned recognition as Best Bike Business,highlighting their leadership in creating cycle-friendly experiences across the region.

	Slabtown Cider Co. wins Silver and Bronze
	Cheers to Slabtown Cider Co. in Uxbridge on earning two honours at the 2026 Ontario Craft Cider Competition,which recognizes excellence in craft cider across the Province. Legendary Cherry was awarded Silver in the Specialty Craft – Fruit/Botanical category, while their Barrel-Aged Chardonnay earned Bronze in the Specialty Craft – Hopped/Barrel Aged category, a testament to the team’s craftsmanship and continued contribution to Ontario’s craft cider sector. Congratulations to the Slabtown team on this well-earned recognition.
	APRIL 2026
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	IN THE SPOTLIGHT
	GOOD NEWS, ACCOLADES & COLLABORATION
	ClearWater Farm Honoured with ECO Impact Canada Award
	Congratulations to ClearWater Farm in Georgina on being named the 2026 Community Impact Award winner by ECO Impact Canada. This recognition highlights the farm’s leadership in regenerative agriculture and environmental education, as well as the impact of its Young Agripreneur Program, which empowers youth through hands-on experience in sustainable farming, entrepreneurship, and environmental stewardship—building real-world skills while making a meaningful impact in the community. Read the full media release.

	Last Straw Distillery Recognized at National Competitions
	Big congratulations to Last Straw Distillery in Vaughan on a strong showing at this year’s Canadian Whisky Awards (CASC) and Canadian Artisan Spirits Competition (CWA). Their spirits earned multiple honours, including top recognition for Cask #2 sCorn Whisky (Best in Class Single-Grain Whisky at CASC, along with Double Gold and Excellence in Terroir, plus Silver at CWA), as well as awards for Cask #2 Stout Whisky, Amber Whisky – Southern Ontario Sippers Barrel Select, and Blended Rye. A strong result that reflects their ongoing commitment to quality and craft in Ontario’s spirits sector.



	MARKETING AND MORE
	YDH Ultimate Road Trip – Summer Edition
	Surf’s Up in YDH and by surf, we mean we’re surfing the net to find what cool summer fun activities you want us to promote to visitors. But we need your input. Travellers are already planning their trips for summer, and we want York Durham Headwaters to be their top pick! Our Ultimate Road Trip campaign is fuelled by everything you bring to the table, from new experiences and events to seasonal updates and proven crowd-pleasers. We want to showcase it all in a way that inspires visitors to add your stop to their plans and spend more time exploring the region.
	If you have new products, experiences, events, or updates this season, please share the details with your Industry Relations Manager, add your events to the YDH Events Calendar, and refresh your business listing with current photos and descriptions. The more current your information, the better we can match travellers with what they’re looking for and encourage longer stays and return visits and spend money with you!
	Summer Campaign tentative in market date: June 12, 2026

	Optimize Your YDH Listing(s)
	With summer just around the corner, now is the perfect time to get your events ready to be discovered. A strong listing can make all the difference in capturing attention on the York Durham Headwaters Events Calendar, and we’re sharing a few simple tips to help your events stand out—from choosing a compelling main image to ensuring key details are clear and easy to find. If you’re not yet listed, you can also learn how to create a free account to get added to our regional Travel Directory. Learn more and get started.

	WE LOVE CONNECTING WITH YOU
	and sharing with our followers.
	Be sure to tag the correct account so your message reaches  the right audience.
	For all things consumer, tag @visitydh  For industry-focused news and events, tag @centralcountiestourism


	FUNDING & SUPPORT
	REMINDER: 2026/27 CCT Partnership Program
	Last chance to apply! Our 2026/27 Partnership Program intake closes April 30, 2026. Funding is available across four streams—CCT Partnered Projects and Destination Development Projects (up to $25,000), High Impact Festivals & Events (up to $10,000), and Tourism Marketing Support (up to $2,000)—to support initiatives that drive visitation and strengthen the region’s tourism economy. Should any funding remain after the deadline, a second intake will be added, and announced in June. The Tourism Marketing Support stream remains open on an ongoing basis until funds are fully allocated. Contact your region’s Industry Relations Manager to learn more.
	Host in Vaughan Grant Delivered by Tourism Vaughan, the Host in Vaughan Grant supports events, activations, and tourism initiatives that drive visitation and enhance community engagement across the city. Funding ranges from $5,000 to $25,000 across five categories: Major Festivals and Events, Tourism Partnerships, Business Conferences, Sports Events, and Community Activations. Eligible projects must take place in Vaughan, attract visitors from beyond the local area, and contribute to inclusive, community-focused experiences. Deadline to apply is May 13, 2026. Learn more.
	The York Region Tourism Fund  Applications are currently being accepted for the 2026 York Region Tourism Fund.  Established in 2022, this funding supports tourism stakeholders across York Region, with the goal of encouraging visitation and participation at local events, and fostering strong partnerships amongst York Region tourism stakeholders. A maximum of $5,000 per project, is available to support community-based tourism events delivered during the period of March to December 31, 2026. This is a limited opportunity and will close once all funding has been allocated. Learn more and apply.


	AI at Work: Creating Practical Policies for Your Team
	Essential Safety Practices for Small Businesses
	Tourism Golf Group Ontario Golf Tournament

	Tourism HR Canada Receives Funding to Strengthen Workforce Development

